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"Wow, that watermelon
was good!" My daughter
exclaimed as she wiped
the remnants of its juice
from her face.  She quickly
moved on to something
else as she jumped in the
truck and we headed to
Home Depot to pick up
some yard supplies.
 "Look - watermelon
seeds!" She shouted as
soon as we walked into the
store.  Sure enough sitting
right next to the check out
counter were packet after
packet of watermelon
seeds. "Let's get some - we
can plant them when we
get home - we can have
watermelon anytime we
want - starting tomorrow."
Tomorrow?
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Back To School

The Annual Back to School Event held
on August 8, 2015 helped families in the
surrounding community start the  school
year with a  More than
seventy students received backpacks and
drawstring bags filled with grade-
appropriate school supplies.  In addition,
gently-used uniforms and clothes donated
by church members were laundered and
made available for anyone wanting to
save money by not purchasing new ones.

Several church members gave of their
time and talent to give free haircuts for
boys and to shampoo and install cornrow
for girls.

This year’s event also included a family
atmosphere.  Board games and food were
available to entertain little ones while they
waited for moms and dads to select
uniforms or for brothers and sisters to get
a new hair style.  The day was a blessing
to all.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES UNIFORM SWAP  HAIRCUTS  BRAIDS

Sis. Nekeitra Patterson and Sis. Pam Jackson organize and sort school supplies. Sis. Phyllis Morris mans the registration table. Sis.
Clara Spann helps a guest with selecting uniforms. Bro. J. T. Thornton does a back-to-school haircut.

October 26 through 28
Revival 7 p.m. each night

October 31, 2015
Health Fair - 10 am to 1 p.m.

Friends & Family Night - 6 p.m.
With guests William Carey University Vocal Ensemble

 Carpenter’s Wood

November 1, 2015
Anniversary Worship Service - 10 am

Fresh Start Christian Church has planned an array of exciting activities to
celebrate her eleventh anniversary.  The theme for the occasion is Times of
Refreshing.  The celebration of God’s faithfulness begins on October 28,
2015 with a three-night revival.  Other events include a health fair and the
annual Family and Friends Night.  The Health Fair includes free health
screenings and medical information.  Free flu shots will also be available
to participants.  Each Health Fair registrant is entered in a prize drawing.
Those who visit each booth receive a gift.

Family and Friends Night, which has been part of the annual celebration
since 2007, allows participants to share a talent such as singing, dancing,
poetry reading, etc. along with dinner.  Carpenter’s Wood, a vocal
ensemble from William Carey University, are special guest performers.
The celebration concludes with a 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday.

Times of Refreshing
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Worship Services
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

3rd Sundays, 5 p.m.

Prayer Service
Mondays, 6 p.m.

Youth Choir Practice
Saturdays before the first & third Sunday

Workout Class & Zumba
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m.

Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6 - 7 p.m.

Praise Team Practice
Wednesdays, 7:20 p.m.

Youth Night Out
3rd Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.

(ages 5-12)

4th Fridays, 6-8:30 p.m.
(ages 13-18)

The months of January through October

Girl Scouts
2nd and 4th Saturdays, noon

Couples Ministry
Second Friday of

January, April, July, October
7 p.m.

L.I.G.H.T.S. (Women’s Ministry)
Second Friday of

February, May, August, November
 7 p.m.
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But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret
will reward you. Matthew 6:6 (NIV)

In this passage of scripture our Lord, Jesus gives us the key to the Availing
Prayer.  There are times when we don’t know how or what to pray especially

when we pray publicly.  Praying publicly can leave you searching for words or
using too many words to make a point.  A public prayer may not come from sincerity

but rather from a need for approval from people, which leaves you wondering whether your
prayer was good enough.  Public prayer is necessary and good for the congregation, it is designed
to show solidarity and unity toward God.
The Availing Prayer is done alone where there is no audience and come from our deepest inner
being.  It comes when we need intimacy with God.  God wants his children to create time and
space to spend with Him.  In this place, you can truly be yourself and reveal those things that
you hide from the world and speak of only to your Heavenly Father.  In that place you don’t
have to be concerned about it being repeated or misinterpreted because He is able to discern
your heart.  You can bare your soul at his throne of grace.  Do not fear come boldly.  You will
obtain grace and mercy in your time of need.  When we are in need, God wants his children to
come to him even though he knows the things we have need of before we ask.  Praying to God
for what we need is reverencing Him.  It is his good pleasure to supply our needs according to
His riches in glory.  He will outwardly reward you for spending time with him in secret, trusting
Him only with the intricate details of your heart.  He make himself available to us.

Praying to our Heavenly Father through Jesus, our Lord and Savior will give you a greater reward
than you can ever imagine.  Try Him.  He is waiting!

This is the confidence we have in approaching God; that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us – what ever we ask – we know that we have what we ask of Him.

1 John 5:14 (NIV)

The Availing Prayer
DR. DELOIS BELL

Making Christ Visible
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9 (NIV)

LIGHTS Ministry (Ladies Illustrating Grace, Hope, Truth and Strength) discussed the necessity of  prayer
over lunch after a Saturday afternoon viewing of the movie War Room.

LIGHTS WAR ROOM MEETING
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I read the packet.  According to the instructions, it was impossible to for us
to eat watermelon from our backyard for another 120 days.  I decided to
purchase the seeds anyway.  As it turned out, my daughter lost interest in
the seeds before the cashier handed me my change and we went about our
day without another thought about the watermelon seeds.  About seven
months later, I was cleaning out what I called the holding drawer in our
kitchen. You know the drawer where you put the things you mean to use
some day.  There they were inside the drawer.  The watermelon seeds -
bought, paid for, still in the packet, waiting to produce.  The packet of
seeds reminded me a lot of Christians I've met over the years. They have
seeds which (called the fruits of the Spirit) which were deposited upon
their acceptance of Christ as Lord and Savior. The seeds were bought and
paid for by the blood of Jesus on Calvary. Yet, like that packet, many have
forgotten to open them up and allow the growth process to take place so
as to enjoy the sweet taste of the fruit. Fortunately the fruit of the Spirit
have no expiration date.

I eventually planted those seeds as part of a garden project at Fresh Start.
Surprisingly, after more than 7 years, the seeds grew and produced
watermelons.  The seeds couldn’t accomplish their purpose until they were
planted and nurtured.  It did no good to just have them in my possession
and until I used them.

Rev. James L. Henley, Jr.

Pastor’s Corner continued from page 1

If you want a fresh start
come to Fresh Start Christian Church.

Come as you are,
Jeans, sandals, suits and ties.

Praise out loud or silently.
Come to the Alter or stay in your seat.

Read the Bible and learn the Word of God.
Meet Christian People that make you feel like family.

Do you need a family?
Do you want God's best?
Come to Fresh Start to learn God's rest.

Poetry Contest Winners Announced

I have fun at Sunday
School because it is Good.

We love God because God
loves us.

In God we trust.

God loves everybody.

God is love.

Elementary Poetry Contest Winner:

Ashley Dunson

Jonathan Dunson

Middle School Poetry Contest Winner:

 Fresh Start Christian Church began sponsoring a new monthly poetry contest in September.  The contest is open to children aged 5 to 19 who
have not graduated high school.  Entries are grouped by elementary, middle school and high school categories.  Each winner receives a
certificate and gift.

Contest winners for the month of September were  Ashley Dunson - Elementary category and Jonathan Dunson in the Middle School category.
Both Ashley and Jonathan read their poems to the congregation  on October 5, 2015.

Entries for October, 2015 are being accepted.

Elijah Adams was recently recognized for
completing  a summer Bible Study project.
Zion Culbreath (not pictured) also completed
the project.  Elijah and Zion received a
certificate and prize.

Integrity Armstong was baptised on
September 27, 2015.

Baptism

Amazon donates a percentage of the purchase price to Fresh
Start Ministries, Inc.  Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2464549 and support Fresh
Start every time you shop.

Register your Kroger Plus Card in Kroger’s Community Re-
wards program and designate Fresh Start as your charity, Kroger
will donate a portion of your purchases to Fresh Start.

SUPPORT FRESH START WHEN YOU SHOP

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2464549
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2464549
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Back to School Event:  Sis. Gaarmel Funches gives a manicure.   Sis. Nekeitra Patterson giving a haircut.
Children enjoy playing board games and UNO while Sis. Clara Spann manages the uniform swap. D-Now
Sleepover:  Sis. Ruth Imig share a bible lesson with Bro. Wesley Pope and Sis.  McKinley Washington act
out the story.  Sis. Connie Tobias demonstrates a game.  Bro. Mickell Satcher takes his turn. Mission
Mississippi Prayer Breakfast.

Scenes Around Fresh Start


